
KSU 4401: Senior Seminar 
Degreeconomics: Value-Added  

Senior Year Experience 



Congratulations! Welcome Seniors and Future
Alumni Kennesaw State University

Course Goal:  



History of the SYE Program  
& KSU 4401: Senior Seminar 

1990    
 -  Voice of a student and Presidential support get things started. 

  -  “Students in Transition Conference” is held at Kennesaw State University (KSU).   John Gardner and President 
Betty Siegel, KSU, lead the first workshop on the Senior Experience. 

1990 - 1994    
 -  President Siegel co-teaches first KSU Senior Seminar housed in the Department of Communication, which also 
is the academic home for the academic bookend course – First-Year Experience. 

1996 
 -  President Siegel sends delegates to the Senior-Year Experience Conference in San Antonio, Texas to plan a 
SYE Program at KSU. 

 -  Dr. Joan Leichter Dominick receives the Governor’s Teaching Fellows Award and develops academic template 
for the Senior Year Experience course. 

1997 
 -  Template is unveiled.  COM 490: Learning Comes to Life is co-taught in the Communication Department, of 
which Dr. Joan Leichter Dominick is the chair.  Fourteen students sign up for this new class. 



History 1998 -2000 
1998 

 -  Dr. Joan Leichter Dominick becomes the Director of the SYE Program, now housed in the 
Department of Learning Support, which also becomes the academic home for the First-Year 
Experience Program (FYE).  

 -  John Gardner writes The Senior Experience: Facilitating Integration, Reflection, Closure and 
Transition. Dedicates text to President Betty Siegel. John Gardner mentors Dr. Joan Leichter 
Dominick - sets up visit at the National Resource Center January 1998 for researching SYE 
Program at the University of South Carolina, Columbia. 

 -  Senior-Year Experience Council formed & first SYE Website published. 
1999 

 -  KSU 4401:Senior Seminar was approved by UPCC in Fall as an institutional elective capstone 
course earning 3 credit hours. 

 - Portfolios are introduced to the SYE and FYE curriculums as a way of empowering students in 
tracking their college learning experience. 

2000 - Dick Grover joins KSU 4401 Faculty 

 -  Multiple sections of KSU 4401 are taught. 

SYE Website created 1998 KSU 4401 



History 2001 -2008 
2001 

 -  The Complete Graduate: A Workbook for College Seniors is 
co-authored by Dr. Joan E. Leichter Dominick, Karen 
Andrews, Director of Career Services, and Dr. Deborah Smith. 
Published by Houghton-Mifflin. 

 - Campus support develops with capstone course 
substitutions and co-teaching opportunities. 

2002 
 - Second edition of The Complete Graduate: A Workbook for 
College Seniors is published by Kendall-Hunt. 

2004 
 -  Marketing/promotional campaign devised.  
      

2005 
 -  Deborah Smith becomes SYE Coordinator. 

 -  New SYE program vision, mission and learning outcomes 
developed. 

 - SYE internship created.   

 -  Senior Class Club formed and facebook group created. 

 -  Assessment program created. 

2007  KSU 4401 Senior Seminar offered as Hybrid Course 





Overview of KSU 4401 

•  Mission &Learning outcomes 

•  Degreeconominics 

•  The hybrid course, in the 
classroom content &  

     Learning Module workbook 

•  History of the Kennesaw State 
University (KSU) Senior Year 
Experience (SYE) program and 
partnerships 

•  Folio Thinking: Creating the 
College Senior Portfolio 

•  KSU & SYE Get Global  

•  Resources 

•  The Seniors 



Mission & Learning Outcomes  
 KSU 4401: Senior Seminar 

SENIOR YEAR EXPERIENCE MISSION STATEMENT: 

The mission of the Senior Year Experience is to provide KSU seniors with an opportunity to reflect on 
and provide closure to their collegiate educational experience, demonstrate proficiency, 
develop the skills necessary to 

successfully transition to and navigate post-university life, understand the 
civic and social responsibilities of being college educated citizens and connect with KSU in an ongoing 

relationship. 

KSU 4401  Learning Outcomes 

Reflecting on Your College Experience 

1) Students will reflect on and be able to express and integrate the personal and professional meaning 
of their collegiate educational experience, particularly in the area of skills acquisition (e.g., 
leadership, communication, teamwork, etc.) (knowledge, attitude and skill outcome) 

Designing a Career Plan 

2) Students will have developed a plan for pursuing their selected career path based on the 
awareness of the variety of post-graduate choices available to them. (knowledge & skill 
outcome) 



Mission & Learning Outcomes continued 
4) Students will be exposed to the resources, services and networking opportunities dedicated to 

ensuring their success  not only while they are KSU seniors, but also after they exit the 
institution (e.g. Career Services Center, Alumni Association, etc.). (knowledge outcome) 

Transitioning to Post-University Life 

5) Students will have learned about the academic history and traditions surrounding commencement. 
(knowledge outcome) 

6) Students will be familiar with cycles of change and transition and life skills (e.g. stress 
management, financial planning, etc.) which will help them make a successful transition to 
their post-university life. (knowledge & skill outcome) 

7) Students will understand the importance of civic and social responsibility and embracing a global 
citizenship perspective. (knowledge  



                     Degreeconomics:  

                          Value-Added Senior Year Experience 

Strategies for a Value-Added Senior Year Experience: 

College Graduates Class of 2009 

http://www.joandominick.com/degreeconomics.html 

By Dr. Joan E. Leichter Dominick 

Copyright 2009 



KSU 4401: Hybrid Course 
Face-to-Face and Online using Vista 

Digital Learning in Community 



































Folio Thinking for KSU College Seniors  
Honor, Understand & Connect Your Learning from Self to Global Society: 

RACCE College Portfolio Process-Reflect, Assess, Collect, Connect, Express 
Life long learning practice of archiving, marketing, sharing your career & citizenship story 

MDG:PTD Pocket E-Portfolio - Desktop Publishing 

Online Career Portfolio - Career Services 

Internet Password Protected  
ITS Web Folio - Internet 

E-Portfolios designed for Interactivity of Formats 

SYE & KSU 
join forces to  
create these 
innovative  
E-Portfolio Formats 

Consult: http://www.joandominick.com/foliothinking.html 



Sample College Senior ePortfolio 
Jennifer Schingeck – KSU 4401 Fall 2008 

http://www.jenniferschingeck.com    

Also posted on: http://www.joandominick.com/foliothinking.html 



Sample Pocket ePortfolio: 

       View at:  
http:www.joandominick.com/foliothinking.html       



        Sample ePortfolio: http://www.joandominick.com/foliothinking.html     



To View Movie Consult: 
http://www.joandominick.com 





Web 2.0 Senior-Year Experience Strategies Networking Community    



The Complete Graduate:  
A Workbook for College Seniors 

Part I READY: Building Your College Senior Portfolio 
 1.1     Reflecting on Your College Experience: Building Your College 

               Senior Portfolio 
 1.2     Your Reflective Portfolio: Mapping College Learning Experience 
 1.3     Your Best of Show Portfolio: Mission, Design, and Format   

Part II SET: Taking Stock - Essential Attributes of the Complete Graduate 
     2.1     Putting your Organizational Skills to Work for You 
     2.2     Benefiting from your clubs and organizations  
     2.3     People and team working skills  
     2.4     Leadership in the New Millennium  
     2.5     Public Speaking Survival Kit  
     2.6     Decision Making and Problem-Solving Abilities  
     2.7     Modeling a Strong Work Ethic  

Part III GO: Time to Start Career-Hunting 
     3.1    Most common mistakes made by seniors  

     3.2    Utilizing your Career Services Center  
     3.3    Identifying work values and skills  
     3.4    Researching your career  
     3.5    Cover letters  
     3.6    The resume as a sales tool  
     3.7    The interview as a sales pitch and Thank You Letters 
     3.8    Dealing with rejection  
     3.9    Choosing the right offer 



The Complete Graduate:  
A Workbook for College Seniors 

Part IV ARE YOU ON THE RIGHT TRACK?  Other Post-Graduate Choices 

     4.1    Is graduate school for me?  
         4.2    What about bettering the world?  

 4.3    Choosing a military career 
 4.4    Becoming an entrepreneur 

Part V CROSSING THE FINISH LINE: Preparing to Exit the Institution 

 5.1    Wellness works 
 5.2    Coping strategies for dealing with change and transition 
 5.3    Becoming Financially Fit 
 5.4    Celebrating your College Commencement 

Part VI BEING IN THE WINNER'S CIRCLE: Achieving Success in the First Year 

 6.1  Becoming an Active Alumnus 
 6.2  Office politics: How to survive the first year 
 6.3  Making a difference in your community 

Part VII  Conclusion:  THE MARATHON OF LIFE: Your Post-University Experience 



In the classroom 
What do we do? 

 Syllabi can be found on conference program 
website 

 Each instructor meets learning outcomes, 
but with different approaches and 
emphases. 
  - Dr. Leicther Dominick  

                    (e-portfolios/global citizenship) 
  - Mr. Grover (Stephen Covey) 
  - Dr. Smith (well-rounded, “complete” 

 graduate) 

 Career related activities: 
  - Action timeline 
  - Resume writing 
  - Mock interviews 
  - Electronic Portfolios 
  - Career Services presentations 
  - Small Business Development 

      Center 
  - Graduate school exploration 

   
   



In the classroom continued 
A sampling of other class 

activities: 

–  Papers and projects on 
meaning of college career, 
alternative post-graduation 
choices and becoming an 
engaged, productive citizen. 

–  Service project 

-   Issues of change and 
transition explored. 

–  Skills such as financial 
planning and stress 
management explored. 

–  Mentoring of first-year 
students 

–  Alumni Affairs visit 

–  Rare book room visit 



Resources and partnerships 
•  Career Services Center 

•  Alumni Association 

•  Global Institute 

•  Small Business Development 
Center 

•  Counseling and Placement 
Services Center 

•  Information Technology Services 

•  Multimedia  Development Group 

•  Volunteer Kennesaw State 
University 

•  Wellness Center 

•  Student Life Center 

•  Library (Rare Book Room) 

•  Community – recent graduates, 
nearby business associations, etc. 

http://www.kennesaw.edu/university_studies/sye/resources.shtml 



Resources and Partnerships 

http://www.joandominick.com/pocketeportfolio/ 

Multimedia Development Group formerly 
Presentation Technology Center 
Created Website for KSU 4401: 
Senior Seminar Students  

PTD Pocket E-Portfolio 
Process - Desktop Publishing 
Using the RACCE College  
Portfolio process by  
Dr. Joan E. Leichter Dominick 
http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/21c/racce.htm 



KSU Get Global & Senior Year Experience 

•  KSU/QEP Get Global: http://www.kennesaw.edu/getglobal 

•  KSU/QEP Global Learning for Engaged Citizenship is an educational process that 
enhances one’s competencies for participating responsibly in the diverse, 
multicultural, international, and interdependent world. 

SYE Implementation - E-portfolios and Community Service 



Our KSU Seniors 
In the Rare Book Room: Celebrating 

Commencement with visit to KSU 
College Mace 

Preparing resume for mock 
interview 



Our KSU Seniors 
   KSU Senior Class Club 

               on Facebook & KSU Website Coming Soon! 



Our KSU Seniors 
KSU 4401 Seniors formed Facebook Group 

to stay in touch & continue e-portfolios 



Our Seniors 
Tour de KSU service project 

Riding for National Camps for    
Blind Children 

Senior Class Club 
provided the food 

Fall 2005 



Our Seniors 
& Alumni Association  

Rocky Barnes, KSU Alumni 
•  KSU 4401: Senior Seminar: Took course &  
 Shown here with College Senior Portfolio 



KSU 4401 Resources 

•  KSU Senior Year Experience Website: 
     http://www.kennesaw.edu/university_studies/sye/ 

•  Dr. Joan E. Leichter Dominick’s Faculty Website: 
     http://www.joandominick.com 

•  Andrews, K., Dominick, J. & Smith, D. (2003). The Complete Graduate:  A Workbook 
for College Seniors (2nd. Ed.).  Kendall/Hunt: Dubuque, Iowa. 

      (on reserve in KSU Library under KSU 4401: Senior Seminar) 

•  National Resource Center @ University of Columbia, South Carolina - Senior-Year 
Experience  List-serve: 

      http://listserv.sc.edu/archives/sye-list.html 

•  Gardner, J., Van de Veer, G. and Assoc. (1997). The Senior Year Experience: 
Facilitating Integration, Reflection, Closure, and Transition.  Jossey-Bass:  San-
Francisco. 



Learn more about KSU 4401: Senior Seminar  
http:www.joandominick.com/sit2008/html     


